Russell Crawford is Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Life and Social Sciences at Swinburne University of Technology, where he has been since 1984. His areas of research interest include the removal of aqueous heavy metals from water systems using adsorption processes, and the extraction of biologically active compounds from biological systems, including plants and fungi.
Erica Wanless is an Associate Professor of Chemistry at the University of Newcastle, where she has been since 1996. Her research centres on surfactant and block copolymer self-assembly at the solid-liquid interface, with particular interest in atomic force microscopy. and Yang Gan, University of Newcastle) highlighted the important role that inorganic oxides continue to play as sources of commodity metals and in adsorption studies involving aqueous heavy metals and organic and radionuclide pollutants. and Matt Trau, University of Queensland) provided a challenge to the conference organisers in the first instance as its scope was unclear. This theme would highlight the importance of materials exhibiting order on several length scales, along with self-assembled structures for therapeutic applications. The theme of Pharmaceutical Applications (chaired by Ben Boyd and Ian Larson, Monash University) included several novel presentations that described composite colloidal materials that were being applied as drug delivery systems. Every conference usually includes a 'catch-all'theme for presentations that do not neatly fit into the other named themes of the conference. The ACIS 2007 was no exception. The Frontiers of Colloid and Interface Science theme (chaired by Shannon Notley, Australian National University, and Rob Atkin and Greg Warr, University of Sydney) comprised many excellent presentations, ranging from ionic liquids to paper fibre surface chemistry.
The symposium is also the home of the A. E. Alexander lecture. This lecture commemorates the contributions made by A. E. Alexander (Professor of Physical Chemistry, University of Sydney 1956-1970) to colloid science, and in particular to the development of the discipline in Australia. Past A. E. Alexander lecturers are listed in Table 1 . The 2007 A. E. Alexander lecturer was Brian Vincent of Bristol University. Professor Vincent has made a significant contribution to Australian Colloid Science through sabbatical visits, centre advisory board membership, and the training of numerous Australian scientists at postdoctoral level. He has also provided what can only be described as a 'passionate love' of cricket in Australia through his unwavering support of the Australian cricket team (Fig. 2) . His plenary lecture entitled 'Microgel Particles: an Overview' included the recent results contained within the paper in the present issue by Bradley et al. [1] In assembling this special issue of the Australian Journal of Chemistry, we have attempted to offer a small taste of the ACIS 2007 symposium program. All bar one conference theme are represented. Four keynote speakers have contributed articles: Julian Eastoe (Bristol University), [2] Suzanne Giasson (Université de Montréal), [3] Darsh Wasan (Illinois Institute of Technology), [4] and Ulrich Schubert (Eindhoven University of Technology). [5] Professor Wasan also took the opportunity to present Professor Tom Healy (University of Melbourne) (Figs 3 and 4) with a Lifetime Achievement Award on behalf of the Journal of Colloid In addition to the Keynote and Plenary Lecturer contributions, this issue was also fortunate to receive contributions from both oral and poster presenters, including two articles on silica nanoparticles (Hunter et al. [6] and Pham et al. [7] ) and one on surface force measurement (Willmott [8] ), and one on antigenantibody reactions for immunoassay micro-arrays (Chamritski et al. [9] We encourage all readers of the Australian Journal of Chemistry to visit the Colloid and Surface Science Division of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute website www.colloidoz.org.au. Here you will find information about all the Division's activities as well as historical records. We look forward to seeing you at ACIS 2009.
